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take place of the purgative plan, so 
much at present m medical fasiiion. 
It ts a means of depletion mocK less 
indliect and circuitous, more speedy 
in Us operation, more under tomroancf, 
and, on the whole, less debilitating. 
In these climates, Mercury has been 
made use of principally as mt evacuunt 
medicine, m the form of calomel com- 
bined with jalaip, scammony, or aloes, 
and Dr, 'J'liomy in this treatise seems 
to follow Jn his methods of cure the 
formula of Dr. Haniihon m his essay 
on purgatives which has recommend- 
ed, With sttch etfect, ilie evacuant plan 
of cure, in many diseases where the 
stimulating course had been before a- 
dopted, and which has done mucn in 
turning the tide that now so strongly 
sets against the Brunonian practise. 
The eid of infatuation is now nearly 
past when one hundred drops of 1 inct. 
Opil in a glass of spirits was deemed 
the grand arcanum vitie, elixir salutis, 
(though m reality only taking place of 
the ancient thertacas, and mithcidales 
in a liquid form) when the sick room 
was turned into a wine and often a 
spirit cellar ; when a cool regimen ex- 
ternally, was accompanied with the 
most aident internal medicines ; when 
apoplexy was treated only by stimu- 
lants, a^ a disease q{ debility, at>d the 
lancet piOliibued entirely even in the 
most notorious congestions; when ca- 
tarrh by the continuance of severe cold 
was often changed into pneumonic in- 
ilammalion, and incipient pthisis,instead 
ot frequent and moderate venesection, 
was managed by beef stake and buan- 
Ay ; the time is almost ovev, vshen 



this Boutefeu of Physic, the Burke of 
the medical world, tascmated by hw 
decisive tone, the joung and often the 
moie expeckenced pi aetitioners We 
honestly aver that we are much mor« 
disposed to be disciples of Doctor 
bangrado, than of Dortor Brown, 

It continues to be, as it has been, 
oMi iiiin belief, that the lancet, the 
fubt of evacuant remedies, Iws beeu 
too seldom used, not only iiv the first 
stages of fever, but in many other 
diseases, in many varieties of dropsy, 
in diabetes (as^ lately a^ceitained by 
Watt) m H)drocephaUi9, and paiticu^ 
larly in that insidious, and disguised 
catarrhal atfeeltoi), which generally 
precedes the constitutional pulmonaiy 
consunip^iuH. We may also safely 
assert, that morbid fever never can be 
repressed successfully bsit by theii.fSMis 
of an evacuation,, and it is, we again, 
observe, by sagaciously noting the dif- 
ferent terminatioii»of diseases made by 
i>ature, adopting her more favourable 
ones, at an eufU/ aeasen qf tite disstute, 
thus superseding one affection, by 
anothei comparatively milder, by a newr 
action produced or Ijy mean^ of ai>- 
piopriate medicines, and principally 
those of depletinn. It is by this me- 
thod, that we, by art, anticipate natuiev 
niak« tlie materia medica operate a» 
vires medicainces, and thus play 
with the Esculapian serpent,^ after 
havmg robbed it of lis fangv, and 
its, poison. Homo, naturseminivter et 
inteipies, taciturn faeit ei. lutedigit 
quantuiA (ie naturs oidMie, re vel 
meiit'e observaverit, nilg am? libs scit 
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Patent of Mr. John Slater of Birming- 
ham : for an Improvement in Hang- 
ing and Securing Grind-stones. 

Dated h'eb. 1810. 

MR. SLATEB describes his me 
thpd' of hanging grind-stones 
in the following manner. 

1 cause each grind stone to be hung 
through its center upon a spindle in 
the custoniary manner, tight wedging 



excepted; I then place on each side 
ot tiie grind-stone a Hat piece or a 
wash?r, of wood or other suhstante 
of a soft or yiekling luiture, which 
must extend in a circle hoaa the 
spindle bote m the gi md stout to any 
degree or part of its diaiMeler, as 
may be found most .convenient, to 
f()rin a bed or eqjiial bearing upon 
wood or washer, before meutioaed. 
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I pfece on each side of the grii)d- 
^hjiie a fi.it fmg of iroji, or other 
metal, wrought or cast, aboot half 
an iiich thick. To each ring I aOd 
a strong gjipe, or biaciiig pier.ewilli 
sctews, formed of a strong circuUr 
pUte of iron, or other melit, coriej- 
poiichng m diameter *ith the sings 
before described. Each griping piece 
nuist have a hole in its center, of a 
pioper size and ftgure to adinft the 
spmdk of the giind-itone. And also 
as near as convenient to and roand 
the cncular edges of each griper of 
brAcmg piece, i cause boles to be 
made at smati distances, o( a pioper 
ijze and form to receive or admit 
sciewed nuts or burs tilted jiid scre^v- 
fcd to them so as to hold and admit 
of strong sciew pins or bohs, which 
must be mideto'sciew pointedly, or 
in a direct manner tdvi aids the before 
descubed rings and grind-stone. 'Ihe 
bracing pieces may be madeoccasioii- 
ally without the nuts, as their ne- 
<essi1y depends upon those' pUles 
being made of cast iron. 1 he gripes 
or braang plates being made, I then 
place thew upon the nngs, One at 
f-ich side ot the grind-stone, the 
spindle of the said grin<,lstoiie passing 
tnroitgh them all, which are then to 
be secured completely tight and firm 
to their pUces by cotters through, 
or strews fixed to, the spindle of ihe 
grindstone, on the outside of the 
whole giiping or bracing pieces on 
or agahbt the rings or washers, so as 
to press, and hold the grind-stone 
between the apparatus on both its 
sides. 
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Patent of Mr. Benjamin Flight, of 

St. Mariins X««#, ^Westminster, 

Organ Builder for a Metal Nave, 

Axk, mid Box for Wheel earriage». 

Dated ^l>t. I8()y. 

In this method of securing wheels 

to the axles, the axle is made holtow 

for a certain distance at each end, 

wto which hollow part a large pin 

enters, baying a projected head, which 

Iteeps the metal nave fre«i being 

ioicedoft': at its other end this pm 

has a 'groove turned on it, in which 

a cap js made to fit so as that the 

pm tura? round freely with it, and 

which cap is divitkd longitudinally, 

thai It may be put on or taken otf 



when desiied; when tlie rap and pin 
are in theii places within the hollow 
axle, a bolt passing vertically through 
the hoHov" axle arid cap keeps the 
pin trom being drawn oot, and thereby 
prevents the wheel (row woi king oti' 
The ph] iiself is made hokiow for the 
puipose of containing oil; which is 
put into it by an aperture at the 
Center of Its head, and secured fiom 
coming out by a screw that fits tight 
mto tin's aperture ; a small hole is 
dulled through the side of the pm 
info the oil box through which the 
oil passes between the p'm and axle, 
twe pin being fastened to the nave 
so as to turn round with it, and the 
ort being consequtntly reqaired inside- 
as well as outside the axle. 

Ob^enadm... There docs not seen> 
i& %e any advantage in the pin being 
ftiade to turn round with the nave, 
to counterbalance the disadvantage 
that must arise from tlie additional 
friction which this will occasion, and 
for the expense of the divided caps 
and their httiug which this mode ot 
consfruGllon makes necessaiy. If the 
pin did not turn round, the bolt 
might pass through its end at once, 
which would be much simpler. Making 
fh* pin of size sufficient to contain 
an oil box would render it necessary 
to make the axle of a large size, 
in order to be sufficientFy strong, 
bat It is not certain that this would 
be so diiiadvanfageotisas it might ap- 
pear, as the friction depends rrioie o>» 
tiie weight of the can rage than on 
the extent of surface of tlie axle. 



Mr Davy's Discoveries relative to 

Muriatic Acid. 

Phil. Mag. 36, 1.52. 

The conclusions drawn by Mr. Davy 
from the series of facts contained lu 
the valuable paper which he read 
befbie the Royal iiociety (and of which 
an account was given la our last 
number) are hi^ily deserving of at- 
tention, and are as foUotvs: 

1st. The oxymuriatic acid is, (as 
far as our knowledge extends) a 
simple substance, whi-ch may be classed 
ill tiie sanie order of natural bddies 
as oxigen gas; being determined like 
oxigen to the positive surface \a 
Voltaic combmatiojis, and like oxigen. 



